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VILNIUS, LITAUEN
Mitt andra besök i Litauens huvudstad Vilnius – den här gången som kombinerad 
tjänsteresa för att lära känna landets ledande forskare med inriktning på Sydasien 
och privat besök tillsammans med min hustru Bubu för att hälsa på gode vännen  
Rajsekhar Basu, historiker från Calcutta University som just detta år var ICCR gäst- 
professor på Mykolo Romerio University i  Vilnius. Läs min rapport om de akademiska 
mötena och se våra bilder från vackra Vilnius och forna huvudstaden Trakai. 





Af the 24th March meetlng. Dr_ Audroru! Janu:z.y,te 

a·lso lnformed a boul her resea rc:h and educa,tlonaJ lnterests that a re I ntemadonal 

polltlcs and eoonomlcs In ,cen�ral and Soutllea!it:As , and Dr.J,uslfSelra.nov lnformed 

a'bout hls research lnteres:ts that are Conl:l!mporary INllan Studiesand Economlc 

Svstems In Asla. 
Rfg,ht oow, lhe unlv�li:y Is keen ro l!!Stabl lsh more I nks wlth Lund Unlver�lty and 

o!:her SW.ed1!J, unfversites;, a l'ld Prof. Zalenlene requested I.ars to e:ictend an lnvl ra on 

m, any researcher In Lund lnteres:U!!d In !ib.Jdles on the BaJtlccountrles to ,partklpal:I! 

In aJune 20l4corrfere� In V'lln lus on the lssue of EU.Baltlc relations... It wlll be 

hosteo by MRU. 

Prof. Basu. who Is �pMa1is,ed In the soc I hlslory o-f the lm.�r castes In the 

nln!!teenth and twendeth cent;ur-les, Is al!;O lnvolved In plannlng to organlse a 

workshop wt th Professor SUkhadeo Thorart, presendy the Chal rperso n of the lrtdlan 

Cou.nc:11 of Social, Sc:Jence Re!iearch In New Del hl. f>rof. Thorat Is a well kn.own 

economist; former Chalrman of the Unlver..liy Grants Commlsslon, aoo was the 

founder ofthe Indian tnstltute o,f Dallt Studl� New OeJhl. Thls wöuld enhance the 

posslbllltles of r,esearm c.ollaboradon between the BaJtlcStates and lndla, whli:sh 

could als.o have a space for partldpa on of Scandlna11Jan resea rchers,. s nce they 

aa.ordlng to f>rof. Ba�u lla-.re b!!en l:he ploneers of studies on ContemporarySouth 

Asla. 

Visit to Trakai 

After the m!!l)tln& f>raf. BaiS.U and Dr. Selranov organlsed a 

mur for Lars to TrakaJ. the anclent. capltal of Lllhuanla, by 

un�lly transport. Tr.!!lral Is the national s�bol of the 

young Llthuan n state. and ,t became an lnterestlngvlslt to a 

m0!5t tra.nqull place 1h charm ng old bu1ld lngs, a renova.ted 

Island palae.e and a restaurant servln,g tradJtlonal or iental 

clldtes prepared acrordlngt:o old redpes saved In Karalm 

famll,E!S. Karalms (also known as Qarays) Is a small 

rommun I ty .of Turkhh orilgln, thal onc.e :s.erved as sold ers In 

�rvlce of the Lithuanlan ngs,, defen-cllng the Trakal caiS!tle, 

onty fe,w of thelr decerulants still I !ving n the country. 

Center of 10riental Sbldies, Viln us l!JniYersitJ 

Web page: htip:/twww.oc.vu.it/en 

After tfie mecling. =oclate Professor Audrone Ja� Professor Raj 
selthar Ba5lt andAsso€J.Ne Professcr_/lJSifSelra.oov. As can be 5<!eft 

SASNET IS we/1-knmw a-/so In Lllhuarna. 

In the aftemoon,, a v1 t waiS arranged to fhe Center of Oriental 9tudles at Vilnlus Unlverslly, the older and 1arger univ-ersUy, focated rtgJ,.t In the centre of 

lhe old t.own surrounded by churches aoo monuments, and also the preslden I palaa! .. A meetlng llad been scheduled by Prof. RaJ Selt:har Basu for 

la rs to meet the resean:hers lrwolved In Indian Studies at the C!!l'lter, !!!.pedally the Dlrecto r of the Center of Oriental Studies, Audrlu,s Beln.or 11s, wrui Is 

Professor of Indian and Buddhist Studies, and .1 speciallg: on Sanskrit, Pall and I ndlan Ph1losophy _ 

Also pre:sent was Assoclate Proff!SSor V Idas Jaskunas, Depuiy Dlrector of 

Stud1@S at lhe Centre. Dr. Ja�kunas was a mmatt per:!lOn for V1 In lus Unlverslty 

In the 2008- and 2009 lndo-European Er.-wnus Mundus Action 2 mob llly 

programmes that were roordlnated by Lund I.Jnlverslty. He vlslted lund for 

ron!IOrilum mee�ngs at that perlod and h� contact: wll'h the consortlum 

dlrector, Or. Sidsel Hansson. 

Prof Belnortus and Dr. Jaskuna.s werae very happy with the outcome of !hese 

Erasmus Mundus programm�, maklnglt posslble' for s!!'lleral Llthuanlan 

students and researchers to visit fndl,a on sch()larshlps, and anractlng Indian 

students to Vllnlus. They were dlsappolnted t:o learn that Vilnlus Un erslly Is 

not a member of lhe new lndo"European EraiSmus Mundus pro,gramme 

coord n.1ted by Lund 1.Jnlve1FSlcystartl1'1g from 2014 (more lnforma!Jon about 

lhe E:MINiE programme artd otherament South Asla related Erasmus 

Mund'LJS programme:s). 

They were both eager lhat 1:ollaboratlon shou Id be re•establlshed wlth Lund 

U�rs.li:y lf posslble. and also wllh othe:r Swedlsh unlv�rsltles s n� SWeden Is 

one o� thelr clo�est nelghbourl.ng country. 

A lhlrd research er. Or. Delmantas Vala1:u:lu nas, also took part In the 

aiftemoon m!!!!tlng. He Is dolng post•do<: res.earch on Indian pop culture and 

Vlin/U5 I.Jnlvelsfty. cemer of Orlema! Srudles: valdas;askunas. oeputy Dlf"eaa 11f 
Smdies. a-nd As:socia-te Praf�of Indian Smd/es: Laf'.5 flll.md. SASNEr: AudrliJS 
Be/narl.lJ!i, Direaor. and Professorof!ndlan and E1Uddhl$1 Srud/es: o,-_ Delma-Md5 

vataoc /unas, 



Personal invitation 

I was invited to visit Vilnius along with my wife Bubu 
Munshi Eklund, and we were generously accommoda-
ted in the home of Rajsekhar  Basu and his wife
Ananya in Vilnius. Together we made a city 
sightseeing and visited the historic buildings i the Old 
Town on the first day.  
On 24th March we went with Professor Basu and  
Associate Professor Jusif Seiranov from the Asian 
Study Centre at Mykolo Romerio University to Trakai 
(photo) , and provided us a guided tour to the place, 
and we enjoyed a lovely lunch at the best Karaim  
restaurant. We learnt that this ethnic group of Turkish-
speaking Jewish families came to Lithuania from Cri-
mea. At first there were few hundreds Karaim families 
living in Trakai, now there are about 250 people  
living in the country, mostly in the area around Vilnius. 
They were preferential group, living close to the castle 
and working as doctors or translators that was especi-
ally useful during the war times. 

LARS EKLUND 



Ortodoxa judiska resenärer på flygplatsen i Warszawa på väg till Vilnius 2014. Före andra 
världskriget kallades staden med sin flödande judiska kultur för Litauens Jerusalem.



På besök till Rajsekhar och Ananya Basu i Vilnius















TRAKAI



Lars and Rajsekhar with Dr Jusif Seriranov i Trakai










