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VILNIUS, LITAUEN

Mitt andra besok i Litauens huvudstad Vilnius - den har gangen som kombinerad
tjansteresa for att lara kanna landets ledande forskare med inriktning pa Sydasien
och privat besok tillsammans med min hustru Bubu for att hdlsa pa gode vannen
Rajsekhar Basu, historiker fran Calcutta University som just detta ar var ICCR gast-
professor pa Mykolo Romerio University i Vilnius. L4s min rapport om de akademiska
motena och se vara bilder fran vackra Vilnius och forna huvudstaden Trakai.




Lars Eklund reports from 2014 visit to Vilnius universities

On invitation by Raj Sekhar Basu, the Indian Council of Cultural Relations (ICCR) Visiting Professor in Contemporary Indian Studies at Mykolo
Romerio University (MRU) in Vilnius, Lithuania, SASNET deputy director Lars Ekund visited the Lituanian capital 23-25 March 2014. During his
visit, he met researchers and administrators not only at MRU's Asian Studies Centre, to which Prof. Basu is affiliated, but also researchers at
the Center of Oriental Studies at Vilnius University, the other major university in the city.

At both places, the SASNET willingness to extend links with South Asia related researchers in Lithuania, which s a neighbouring country of Sweden, was
met with enthusiasm, and Lars was able to pick up much valuable information about recent initiathves regarding South Asian studies in the Baltic
republics, that also include Estonia and Latvia.

Asian Study Centre, Mykolo Romerio University

Web page: hitps:/fenaw. mrunieu/enfuniversity/organizational_structurefasian_centre/

Lars first visited the Asian Study Centre, one of the structural
departrments of Mykolas Romeris University established in year
2013. The purposes of the centre’s activities are to promote

the unhversity's internationalisation development; and also mutuwal
understanding and relation development between Aslan countries,
induding India, and Europe by intellectural, cultural and human
exchanges, The means include creating doulrle degree program
with Asian universities, and since two years back hosting the first
and only ICCR Visiting Professor in Contemporary Indian Studies in
Lithuania - Raj Sekhar Basu from the Department of History at
Calcutta University in Kolkata,

A meeting was organised in the morning of 24th March, hosted

by Inga Zaleniens, Vice-Rector for Research and International
Relations at MRU, also being Professor at the MRU Institute of
Constitutional and Administrative Law, Besides her and Professor
Raj Sekhar Basu, the participants in the meeting were Assoclate
Professor Audrone Januayts, in charge of the Masters Study Ms, Gledre Raclene, ICCR Professor Raj Sekhar Basu, Or. Audrone [anuzyte. Mr. Lars Eklund, Prof.
programme on “International politics and economics® (hosted by tnga Zalemiene, and Dr. fjusif Sairanow,

the Institute of Political Sclence); Ms. Gledre Raclene, Head,

International Relations, MEL; and Assodate Professor Jusif

Seiranov, Faculty of Economics and Finance Management.Prof. Zaleniene informed about the general structure of the Mykolas Romeris University, that
was set up as recently as 2004, and |s now the second largest university in Lithuania with 17 000 students and two campuses in Vilnius. It consists of five
faculties:

= Law (including the Departments of Business Law, and Philosophy of Law and Legal History)

- Economics and Rnance Management

- Politics and Management (including the Institutes of Philosophy and Humanities; and Political Sciences)

= Public Security (including the Department of Hurmanities)

= Soclal Technologies (induding the Institutes of Educational Sclences and Social Work;

Communication and Mediation; Digital Technologies; and Psychology).

Mykolos Romerio University has hosted an ICCR professorship
since 2012, and Prof. Zaleniene points out that this Chair in
Contemporary Indian Studies has greatly enhanced the
university’s prestige in the Baltic countries. |t s administered
through the Indian Embassy in Warsaw, that is also in charge
of Lithuania (whereas the Indian Embasy in Stockholm handles
Latvia, and the Indian Embassy in Helsinki handles Estonia).
During his almost two-year sojourn in Vilnius, Prof. Basu
successiully organised a major conference on "Comtemporary
India: Challenges and Prospects” in 2013, a conference
attended by Prof. Staffan Lindberg and Dr. 5tig Toft Madsen,
bath farmer SASNET hands. See the conference report.
He has also visited Lund, where he held a well-attended
SASNET lecture on Wednesday 27 February 2013, The theme
for his lecture was "Ambediar and his Perceptions of Karl Marx
and Buddha ({iEre iormarion] |
Strangely enough, ICCR has quite unexpectedly decided that
the Visiting Indian professorship will be moved over to Vilnius
University from the Fall 2014.




At the 24th March meeting. Dr. Audrene Januzyte

also Informed abeut her research and educatienal Interests that are International
politics and economics in Central and Southeast Asla, and Dr. jusif Seiranoy Informead
about his research Interests that are Contemporary indlan Studles and Economic

Systems In Asla.
gt now, the university Is keen o establish more links with Lund Unhersity and

other Swedish universites, and Prof. Zaleniene requested Lars to extend an Invitation
to any researcher In Lund Interested In studles an the Baltic countries to participate
In a June 2014 conference In Viinlus on the Issue of EL-Baltic relations. It will be
hosted by MRU.

Prof. Basu, who |s spedialised In the soclal history of the lower castes In the
nineteenth and twenlieth centurles, Is also Involved in planning to organise a
workshap with Professor Sukhadeo Thorat, prasently the Chalrperson of the Indlan
Councll of Soclal Sclence Research In New Delhl. Prof. Thorat Is a well known
economist, former Chalrman of the University Grants Commissien, and was the
founder of the Indian institute of Dalit Studies, New Delhl. This would enhance the
possiblities of research collaboration between the Baltlc States and Indla, which

After the meeting: Assocte Frofeasar Audvone fJamuzyte, Frofesser Raf

could alse have a space for partlcipation of Scandinavlan researchers, since thay Sedhar Basu, and Associate Professor usif Sairanev. As can be seen,
according 1o Prof. Basu have been the pioneers of studles on Contemporary South SASNET s well-known ako in Lithuama.

Asla.

Visit to Trakai

After the meating, Praf. Basu and Dr. Selranov arganised a
tour for Lars to Trakal, the anclent capltal of Lithuania, by
university transport. Trakal is the natlonal symbol of the
young Lithuanian state, and it became an Interesting visit to a
mast tranquil place with charming old buildings, a renovated
Island palace and a restaurant serving traditional orlental
dishes prepared according to old reclpes saved In Karaim
famillies. Karalms (also known as Qarays) Is a small
cormmunity of Turkish origin, that once served as soldiers in
service of the Lithuanlan kings, defending the Trakal castle,
only few of their decendants stlll living in the country.

Center of Oriental Studies, Vilnius University

Web page: hitp:/fwww.ocvu. ltfen

In the afternoon, a visit was arranged to the Center of Orlental Studles at Vilnlus University, the older and larger uréversity, located right In the centre of
the old town surrounded by churches and monuments, and also the presidential palace. A meeting had been scheduled by Prof. Ra) Sekhar Basu for
Lars to meet the researchers Involved In Indian Studies at the Center, especlally the Directar of the Center of Griental Studies, Audrlus Belnorius, who 15
Professor ef Indlart and Buddhist Studles, and a speclalist on Sanskrit, Pall and Indlan Philosophy.

Also present was Assaclate Professor Valdas Jaskunas, Deputy Director of
Studies at the Centre. Dr_ Jaskunas was a contact person for Viinlus Unlversity
In the 2008 and 2009 Indo-European Erasmus Mundus Actlen 2 mobility
programmes that were coordinated by Lund Unlversity. He visited Lurd for
consortium meetings at that period and had contact with the consartium
director, Dr. Sidsel Hansson.

Prof Beinorlus and Dr. jaskunas were very happy with the autcome of these
Erasmus Mundus programmes, making It pessible fer several Lithuanian
students and researchers to visit India on schelarshipe, and attracting Indian
students to Viinlus. They were disappelnted to learn that Vilnlus University s
not a member of the new Indo-European Erasmus Mundus programme
coordinated by Lund University starting from 2014 {more Information about
the EMINTE programme and ather current South Asia related Erasmus
Mundis pregrammes).

They were bath eager that callabaration should be re-established with Lund
Undversity If possible, and also with other Swedish universites since Sweden Is

one of thelr closest negbouring country. Viinvus Untvevsity, Cener of Ofernal Snudbes: Vialdas faskunas, Daputy Divecow of
Srudbes, and Associaie Professor of indian Studies’ Lars Bkiund, SASNET, Audntus
A third researcher, Dr. Deimantas Valanclunas, also took part In the Betnoriuk, Direcior, and Frofesser of Indian and Suddhtst Studtes: Dr. Dalmantas

aftemoon meeting. He is daing post-doc research on Indlan pop culture and Finchas



film. His PhD thesis was entitled "Construction of fdentity in indtan and British

Film: A Postcolonial Approach’”. He will participate in the 23rd European

Conference on South Asian Studies that will be held in Zurich, Switzerland, 23-26 July 2014, A conference that also Lars Eklund will attend as SASNET
representative.

Dr. Valanciunas and his collegues were now busy preparing for a conference connecting Asla related
researchers in all the Baltic countries, the Baltic Alliance for Asian Studies (BAAS) Vilnius Conference 2014, to be
held on 3-4 April. The BAAS 2014 blannual conference is almed at creating a forum of the researchers in Asian,
Middle Eastern and African studies from the three Baltic states and their international partners. Full information about the conference,

BAAS currently has had five members (alphabetically after the University): Department of Middle Eastern and Asian Studies (Tallinn University, Estonla),
Centre for Oriental Studies (Tartu University, Estonia), Department for Aslan Studies (University of Latvia in Riga), Centre of Orlental Studies (Vilnius
University, Lithuanda), and Centre of Aslan Studies (Vytautas Magnus University, Lithauania). More information about the Baltic Alliance for Asian Studies.

The Centre for Oriental Studles is also involved in another scholarly network, that is the Central & Eastern European Metwork

of Indian Studies (CEENIS). This network has organised two major Indological conferences, one at Warsaw University in ﬁ@gﬁfé
Poland in Septernber 2005, and another one, focusing on *New Parspactives on Education about inala, at Vilnius University in Centrol 6 Enstern European
August 2006. The CEENIS has also an ambitlan to work for the mobility of teaching staff and students in the reglon, as well as | Meswerk of Indian Studies |
for the optimal compatibility of didactic programmes of its members. The coordinator is Prof. Danuta Stasik at the Institute

of Oriental Studies, University of Warsaw, More information about CEENIS.

Early 19th century roots

The Centre of Oriental Studles is the major institution of Asian studies in Lithuania as
well ag an academic core unit of Vilnius University. It has functioned since 1993, its
foundation date, however, goes back to the early 19th century, when Vilnius University
was the heart of the studies of Oriental languages In Lithuania. The Centre focuses its
studies on the regions of Asia and Mear East on BA and MA levels, and serves a link
among the Lithuanian researchers of the East. The objective of the Centre is to prepare
specialists in the field of Asian studies needed for sclentific research, the development
of cultural and business relations as weill as to promote better understanding of the
Eastern cultures in Lithuania, and to foster the collaboration between the East and the
West. No PhD studies take place at the centre, instead PhD candidates are registered
with one or another of the departments at the university.

i In the Soviet times and under the control of Moscow's authorities
Lithuanian schools of higher education were not able to set up
academic institutions of Oriental studies. Their only way out was
to send students to study at Russian Universities. It was not until
after Lithuania regained its independence in 1950 that the new
wave of interest in Oriental studies spread over the country. Since
the acadermic year 2000 a Bachelor of Arts Programme of
Comparative Asian Studies has been going on. Since then the
Programme has given rise to spacialists in Arabic/islamic, Chinese,
Japanese, and Indian studies.

From 2006 a new postgraduate "Contemporary Asian Studies” MA programme is
implemented at the Centre, and in 2002, the Oriental Centre set up the Eastern
Languages School which since then has invited everybody willing to study Japanese,
Chinese, Arabic, Farsi, Hindl, Sanskrit, Turkish, and Korean languages. Read rmore about
the Center of Oriental Studies at Vilnius University,

Personal invitation

| was invited to visit Vilnius along with my wife Bubu
Munshi Eklund, and we were generously accommoda-
ted in the home of Rajsekhar Basu and his wife
Ananya in Vilnius. Together we made a city
sightseeing and visited the historic buildings i the Old
Town on the first day.

On 24th March we went with Professor Basu and
Associate Professor Jusif Seiranov from the Asian
Study Centre at Mykolo Romerio University to Trakai
(photo) , and provided us a guided tour to the place,
and we enjoyed a lovely lunch at the best Karaim
restaurant. We learnt that this ethnic group of Turkish-
speaking Jewish families came to Lithuania from Cri-
mea. At first there were few hundreds Karaim families
living in Trakai, now there are about 250 people

living in the country, mostly in the area around Vilnius.
They were preferential group, living close to the castle
and working as doctors or translators that was especi-
ally useful during the war times.

LARS EKLUND
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Ortodoxa judiska resenarer pa flygplatsen i Warszawa pa vag till Vilnius 2014. Fére andra
varldskriget kallades staden med sin flddande judiska kultur fér Litauens Jerusalem.




khar och Ananya Blasu i Vilnius

esok till Rajse
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