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KOLKATA-SILIGURI-GUWAHATI
~-SHILLONG-PHUENTSHOLING

Fantastisk manadslang tjansteresa for Swedish South Asian Studies Network (SAS-
NET) av radarparet Staffan Lindberg och Lars Eklund, med besok pa ett 30-tal uni-
versitet och utbildningsinstitutioner i nordostra delen av Sydasien - indiska
delstaterna Vastbengalen, Assam, Meghalaya, Orissa och Bihar, samt Bhutan, Nepal
och Bangladesh. Sammanfattande rapport + en lang rad detaljerade rapporter fran
enskilda universitetsorter.. Del 1: Kolkata ocnh nordostra Indien

Staffan vid vart besok till Gopal Krishna Gandhi, Vastbengalens guvernér i Raj Bhawan



Resor med Sydasiennatverket SASNET

Efter att ha arbetat som jour-
nalist i 20 ar — sedan 1980,
avslutningsvis som nattchef
pa tidningen Arbetet med
slutproduktion pa natten,
dartlll ha varit chefredaktor
for tidskriften SYDASIEN
sedan 1982, rekryterades jag
i januari 2001 till Lunds uni-
versitet foratt bygga upp det
webb-baserade och Sida-fi-
nansierade forskningsnatver-
ket SASNET (Swedish South
Asian Studies Network) av
initiativtagarna, professor
Staffan Lindberg och Dr.
Jan Magnusson.

Det langsiktiga malet var att stérka den relativt svaga akademiska kompetensen i Sve-
rige inom omradet Sydasien. SASNET blev snart ett framgangsrikt natverk, finansierat av
Sida i 10 ar och darefter med fortsatt Lunds universitets finansiering. Fram till december
2016 var SASNET en unik skapelse — ett nationellt heltackande forsknings- och infor-
mationsnatverk som inte finns ndgon annanstans i varlden.

Den kompetens som jag hade att erbjuda férutom min journalistiska bakgrund var lang
erfarenhet av Sydasien med manga resor alltsedan 1972 och framat, ett unikt natverk av
Sydasieninriktade forskare, journalister och bistandsarbetare i Sverige och Skandinavien
tack vare min position som redaktor for SYDASIEN, samt djupa kunskaper i sydasiatisk
historia, politik, religion och samhallsliv — som inneburit att jag under en lang rad ar fore-
last om dessa fragor pa Sidas fortbildningskurser for larare.

| néra och fortroendefullt samarbete med Staffan Lindberg, SASNETs forestandare
fram tills 2007, och darefter med hans eftertradare Anna Lindberg, byggde jag upp SAS-
NETs webbsajt med mer an 2000 sidor unikt material om svensk forskning relaterad till
Sydasien inom alla omraden, utvecklade natverket till att omfatta inte bara alla svenska
forskare med denna inriktning utan ocksa Sydasienforskare i 6vriga Skandinavien och Eu-
ropa, samt inte minst i Indien, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan, Maldi-
verna och Afghanistan.

Vi foretog dessutom flera kontaktresor till Sydasien for att koppla samman SASNET-
aktiviteterna med universitet och forskningsinstitutioner i regionens atta lander. Varen
2002 besokte jag och Staffanl Maldiverna, Sri Lanka, Indien och Bangladesh; hosten
2003 besokte vi Pakistan och Afghanistan; och hosten 2005 besoOkte vi ett stort antal uni-
versitet och forskningsinstitut i 0stra och nordostra Indien; Bangladesh; Bhutan och
Nepal. Slutligen planlade jag en extremt ambitios Indien-turné som genomfordes hosten
2007 tillsammans med Anna Lindberg till 30 viktiga universitet och forskningsinstitutioner i
norra, vastra och sydvastra delarna av Indien.

Fran och med januari 2017 omvandlades dock SASNET till ett lokalt forskningscent-
rum vid Lunds universitet. Webbsajten skrotades och mina manatliga nyhetsbrev med
3000 abonnenter over hela varlden, fick inte langre ha nationellt eller internationellt inne-
hall utan enbart fokusera pa Lunds universitet. Skamligt. Jag gick da i fértida pension.

Detta resebrev bygger pa 2005 ars resa.

For mer informaton om SASNT 2000-2016, las historiken:
http://larseklund.in/SASNEThistory_complete.pdf


http://larseklund.in/SASNEThistory_complete.pdf

Reseanteckningar fran Kolkata och nordostra Indien

18 november 2005
Lang jobbig resa

Staffan och Lars avfard med taxi fran Lund klockan 04:45 till Malmé och dariran tag till Kastrup.
Flyg tilll Frankfurt 07:15. Trevligt vara pa vag, men det blev en lang resa. Frankfurts flygplats
jattelik, fick aka tag till ratt terminal, och genomga minutiésa sakerhetskontroller. Gulf Air avfard
klockan 11:45, fatt usla platser pa planet till Muscat, Omans huvudstad.

Nio timmars resa, varav 50 minuters mellanlandning i Bahrain, och sedan fyra timmars van-
tan i Muscat pa avfard mot Kolkata klockan 03:10 lokal tid. Jag fick migran men lyckades kopa
huvudvarkspiller i en bokhandel pa Muscats flygplats och betala med indiska rupees.

Pa avslutande flygningen provade jag min nyiinkdpta 6gonmask och uppblasbara kudde.
Laste senaste numren av indiska tidskrifterna Frontline och Outlook samt finlandssvenska kul-
turtidskriften Ny Tid men mest pustade jag ut efter en hektisk tid.

19 november 2005

Ankom Kolkatas flygplats klockan 08:30 efter nastan ett dygns fard. For

forsta gange kom jag kom till den nya utrikesterminalen och jag fick anvanda

mig av mitt PIO-kort — Person of Indian Origin — som jag fatt pa grund av att

jag ar gift med Bubu. Det ger mig ratt att resa till Indien utan att soka visum.

Jag hade forberett att vi fick bo hemma med familljen pa Tala Park Avenue

och min svager Tutu (Pabitrajit Munshi) — bild till hger — motte oss pa

flygplatsen. Angenamt skont vader. For med taxi till Tala Park. Varmt motta-

gande av Manto, Polly, Bampa, Paromita och Banjul. Vi var trotta och svet-

tiga, sa efter frukost lade Staffan och jag oss att vila. Jag hade inte trott att jag skulle aterhamta

mig sa fort, men efter att jag stigit upp klockan13 och &tit kitcheree till lunch var jag helt OK.

Bjudna pa brollopsmottagning
Pa eftermiddagen fixade vi, med Banjuls halp, ett indiskt telefon-
nummer. Jag ringde hem och talade med Bubu, Marie och Daniel.
Upp pa taket vid solnedgangen och nu kandes det som att jag kom-
mit hem. Och pa kvallen var vi bjudna pa en bréllopsmottagning, ett
kusinbarn tilll Rana (Shibashish Nag) fran Mumbai skull gifta sig i
Salt Lake.

Bampa, Paromita och Riju med dit. Bruden sag ut som en docka. Bjods pa Nescafé och
snacks. Presenterades for slakten och inspekterade jasmin-rummet dar de nygifta skulle till-
bringa brollopnatten.

En trappa upp serverades en underbar middag. Fisk rokt i bananblad, kyckling, lamm, glass
och mycket mer. For hem i taxi klockan 20:30. Jag var dodstrott och gick direkt tlll sangs medan
Staffan satte sig och tittade pa TV till klockan 24.

20 november 2005

Vi bjod Swapna Bhattacha-
rya professor vid Depart-
ment of South and
Southeast Asian Studies, pa
lunch hemma pa Tala Park
klockan 13, det vill sédga jag
betalade for maten, 200 ru-
pees,och Polly tillagade (bild
ovan). Swapna kom 13:30
och pratade oavbrutet i tva
timmar.



Behaglig morgon, upp 09:30, ingen jetlag.
Efter frukost gick vi tlll ett Internetcafé med
Banjul sa Staffan kunde kolla mail. Hemma
hade Tutu kommit pa besdk med dottern
Mambori. Aven Buku och Mishtu (Avijit
Bagchi) med dottter Munjini (Shivapriya )
kom pa besdk. Pa kvallen var vi bjudna att
halsa pa Ajit Roy i Salt Lake, men det stall-
des in da Ajits brors fru blivit svart sjuk.
Istallet bjod Staffan hela Munshi-familjen
pa restaurang pa kvallen. Ice & Spice pa Northern Avenue i Paikpara. Middag for 10 personer,
gick pa 1100 rupees, billigt. Sedan hem for att dricka 6l som Banjul kopt at oss.

21 november 2005

Calcutta University, Asiatic Society och Raj Bhawan

Mote med rektorn pa Calcutta University Professor Asis Kumar Banerjee
klockan 12, pa universitetets College Street campus. Ett mdte som Swapna
fixat at oss.

Klockan 14.30 besoka Historiska institutionen pa universitetets Ali-
pore campus. Méte med professor Arun Bandhopadhyay

och hans kolleger involverade i samarbete med

Uppsala universitet.

Klockan16:00, Staffan forelasa pa
anrika Asiatic Society. Gick mycket
bra. Fika efterat pa generalkretera-

rens, Ramakanta Chakrabartys rum. All perso-
nal kande val till min svarfar Annada Munshi.
Mishtu kom och lyssnade.

Klockan 18:00
traffa Gopal Krishna
Gandhi, guvernor for
Vastbengalen, tidi-
gare indisk ambas-
sador i Norge. Bjudna
pa te i guverndrspalatset Raj Bhawan. Kul att fa komma in i denna
magnifika byggnad, kant som Government House under kolonial-
tiden, for forsta och formodligen enda gangen. Vi hade blivit intro-

ducerade genom Arild Engelse Ruud i Oslo-.

Klockan 19:30 till Tala Park och at middag innan det var dags att
bege oss till Sealdah Station for fard med Darjeeling Mail, avfard
klockan 22;15.

Biljetter levererade i sista stund

Alla vara bokade tag- och flygbiljetter fér de kommande veckorna hade vi bestallt genom den
resebyra som Lunds universitet har avtal med — Via Travel och en resebyra i Delhi. Men de
maste hamtas ut i Kolkata pa en resebyra. Pa morgonen for jag och Tutu med taxi till deras
kontor pa Waterloo Street och gick igenom bokningarna.

Tutu atervande dit pa eftermiddagen och kunde da hamta tagbiljetterna, men flygbiljetterna
var inte klara. De fick vi forst klockan 21.45 av en kurir nar vi redan satt pa taget. Dessvarre
var det flera felaktigheter i biljetterna som vi far I6sa pa nagot satt. Som tur ar ska vi inte flyga
forran om ett par veckor, da fran Bhutan till Nepal.
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22 november 2005

Stort méte pa North Bengal University

Ankom New Jaipalguri tidtabellsenligt 08:40. Professor Chandanashish Laha fran North Bengal
University (NBU) moétte oss pa jarnvagssstationen. Han deltog i den 18:e europeiska Sydasien-
konferensen som vi pa SASNET arrangerade i Lund 2004. For nu till universitetets gasthem i Sili-
guri dar vi fick vila

11:30 — 13:30. Mé6te pa NBU i aulan for et 70-tal professorer, forskare och
larare.. Mycket stort intresse for var presentation. Kemisten Basudeb Basu
(bild till h6ger) som bodde i Lund 1994-96 sa glad 6ver vart besdk. Han som
nu ar professor pa NBU var ett ar pujari for vart Durga puja-firande i Lund.

Fortsatt fard till Assam

Efter métet bjods vi pa lunch med ett helt gang
larare pa gasthemmet innan det var dags attt
ater ta oss till stationen for ny tagresa Osterut till
Guwahati i Assam. Taget hade ordinarie av-
gangstid 15:20, men det var forsenat — kom
ivag 16:30. Och ankom Guwahati forst klockan
03:30 pa natten. Agnade férsta timmarna av far-
den till att skriva rapporter fran vara universi-
tetsbesok.

Vi har fullséndig tillit till varandras omdéme
och kunskapet sa vi delar pa skrivandet, vi skri-
ver varannan rapport var men undertecknar

samtliga med badas namn. Storre delen av resan satt vi mest och vilade oss. Jag ringde till min
dotter Marie som befann sig inte langt bort fran oss, i Sikkkim.

23 november 2005
Gauhati University & IIT Guwahati

Giuwahati. Landmark Hotel, bokat rum genom var lolkala vard, proferssor Abu
Nasar Saeed Ahmed fran Institute of Social Change and Development
(OKD). ISCD). Trots kort somn var jag anda pigg pa dagen. Frukost i Yellow
Table, Hotel Landmarks matsal klockan 09:30. En OKD-bil hamtade oss kloc-
kan 11.

Men dessforinnan hann vi kolla mail och kommunicera med Mikael Herr-
strom pa Via Travel ocn be honom fixa flygbiljetterna.

Vart program for dagen borjade med en presentation av SASNET pa Gau-



hati University klockan 12, kompletterat med separat mote med professor Bezbaruah och

forskarna pa Departmement of Economics. Mycket givande mote.
Pa eftermiddagen for vi

vidare med OKD-bilen éver

Brahmaputrafloden till IIT

Guwahati (Indian Institute of

Technology) en bra bit fran

Guwahati som har flera sa-

marbetsprojekt med svenska

universitet, bland annat KTH

och Uppsala. Valkomnades

av Dr. Chandan Mohanta

som forskar om problem

med arsenik i grundvattnet.

Vi fick ocksa traffa flera andra

forskare med Sverigekon-

takter, och dessutom tva svenska utbytesstudenter

fran Uppsala, Daniel Nordborg and Gustav Enmark.

24 november 2020

Durgatemplet maktig upplevelse

Efter frukost for jag och Staffan till Ka-
makhya Durga-templet i Guwahati som
fijag forst larde kdnna genom Zac
O‘Yeahs underbara beskrivning sin
bok "Guru” av ett besok i dettta tempel,
ett av fa tempel i Indien tillagnat gudin-
nan Durga.

Kansan av att man klattrar ner i en varm fuktig grotta nagra meter under marken ar som
att man befinner sig inne i gudinnans livmoder. Pilgrimer som kommer hit betalar en rupie i
intradesvgift och staller sig darfter i en jattelang ko. Turister, som vi var da, kan istallet be-
tala 501 rupees och fa tilltrade direkt, vilket vi gjorde.

Institute of Social Change and Development & resa till Shillong

Saeed Ahmed
hamtade oss
fran hotellet
klockan 11, for
idag var det
bestamt att vi
skulle besdka
hans forsk-
ningsinstitut
OKD - Institute of Social Change and Development. Dar hade vi ett bra méte med alla fors-
karna pa institutet. Vi bjods pa lunch och fick fina presenter. En fantastisk generés och fin
manniska och samtidigt eminent forskare.
Sedan var det dags att lamna Guwahati och fara med taxi till Shillong i Meghalaya, en
delstat som ar bergig och i regel har ett angenamt klimat och darfér ibland kallas for Indiens



Skottland. Vacker vag upp till Shillong, men val
dar hade vi problem att hitta universitetets — North
Eastern Hill University (NEHU) — gasthem.

Korde vilse, sa vi fick fraga oss fram och till sist
foljde en kille med oss i taxin och visade vagen.
Var lokala vard — sociologiprofessorn C. Nunthara
vantade pa oss. Gasthemmet fridfullt belaget i en
tallskog och i kuperad terrang. Behagligt lugn
kvall, och mysigt varmt och skont med elelement
pa rummen.

25 november 2005

North Eastern Hill University & Tanglura-famljen

Shillong. Frukost hemma hos Nunthara, som ar
kristen, presbyterian. Han och hans familj kom-
mer fran Mizoram — en annan av tre indiska del-
stater med kristen majoritetsbefolkning, de bada
andra ar Meghalya och Nagaland.

Staffan hade fatt ont i ryggen. klockan 11
hamtades vi med bil och for till NEHU. Vi hade
ett bra mote med forskarna pa universitetet.

Traffade Dr. T. B. Subba,
kompis och forskarkollega med
socialantropologen och min van
Beppe Karlsson pa Uppsala
universitet.

Bjods pa en stadsrundtur med och sag manga vackra hus och sedan
lunch — mulligatawny-soppa pa klassiska Pinewood Hotel.

Jag hade bestamt att jag skulle besdka famljen Tanglura nar vi kom till Shillong. Min
gode van Daniel Carlsson i Goteborg larde kdnna denna familj, som ocksa urspungligen
kom fran Mizoram, nar han besdkte Shillong 1986.

Familjen hade idel déttrar och Daniel blev fortjust i
en av systarna som jobbade som flygvardinna.

Dock blev det ingen férdjupad relation mellan
dem, Daniel ar en obotlig ungkarl. Men istallet
introducerade han sin kusin Hans Nellbrandt i
Goteborg for familjen, och det ledde till att Hans
nagot ar efterat gifte sig med en annan av syst-
rarna, Rita, och hon flyttade till Sverige.

Nu sokte vi ratt pa famijens hus och fram-
forde halsningar fran Rita, och vi traffade hen-
nes mamma samt en lillasyster, Josefin. Nagra
ar efter Ritas flytt till Sverge halsade for ovrigt
en av systarna pa i Goteborg och traffade en
svensk arkitekt — vilket ledde till aktenskap,
sa nu bor tva systrar Tang-lura i Sverige

Pa eftermiddagen atervande vi till Guwahati med taxi, och tillbaka till Landmark Hotel och
pa kvallen at vi en utomordentlig middag med var vard, Saeed Ahmed.



26 november 2005

Resa med tag fran Guwahati tlll Cooch Behar i norra Vastbengalen. North East Express
avfard klockan 09:00 och framme 13:55. Dr. Samanta fran North Bengal University (NBU)
motte oss pa jarnvagsstationen tillsmmans med en bekant.

Kakade lunch och for sedan genom vackra Dooars till Jaygaon, gransstaden till Bhutan,
som pa Bhutan-sidan heter Phuntsholing. Anlande klockan 19, helt morkt, ingen
granskontroll pa kvallen, sa plétsligt var vi i Bhutan.

Spannande vara i Bhutan, men vi hade ingen aning om var var guide fanns eller vilket
hotell vi skulle bo pa. Ringde Karma Galey pa Centre for Bhutan Studies (CBS) i Thimphu
och fick besked. Rum var bokat pa Druk Hotel. Guiden kom dit. At middag och drack
bhutanesisk 6l och whiskey med honom samt Samanta och hans van.

Imorgon fortsatter resan till Thimphu.






S SWEDISH SOUTH ASIAN STUDIES NETWORK

SASNET in the Northeast

Report from a contact journey
to India, Bhutan, Nepal and Bangladesh,
November—-December 2005

by Lars Eklund and Staffan Lindberg

India/Kolkata India/fSiliguri India/Guwahati
India/Shillong Bhutan Nepal/Kathmandu
Bangladesh/Dhaka Bangladesh/Savar Bangladesh/Rajshahi
Bangladesh/Sylhet Bangladesh/Dhaka 2 Bangladesh/Chittagong
India/fKolkata 2 India/Bhubaneshwar India/Patna

In the Spring 2002 we made the first SASMNET contact journey to four countries of the South
Asian region. The purpose was to network with researchers and institutions, and get to know
under which conditions and with what expectations they function.

We followed this up in the Fall 2003 through another journey, this time to visit universities in
Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Now two years later it was time to make a third tour covering the northeastern % Report from the contact journey o
part of the subcontinent (India, Bhutan, Nepal and Bangladesh). We travelled for a | yaidives, Sri Lanka, India and Bangladesh
full menth and visited a large number of universities and research institutions in in February-March 2002

the region, and had fruitful meetings with vice-chancellors, researchers, teachers -
and students everywhere. The aim of the journey was to spread information about
SASNET and higher institutions of learning in Sweden, and at the same time
promote research cooperation and student exchange. Read the detailed itinerary
for the tour (as a pdf-file).

* Report from the contact journey to
Pakistan and Afghanistan
in November-December 2003

After returning to Sweden we have compiled the reports from all meetings. Welcome to read our reports.

Kolkata, Saturday 19-20 November 2005

We arrived in the morning at
Dwrm Dum Alrport, now renamed
Metaji Subhas Chandra Bose
International Airport. We had
had a 24 hours long and
tiresome jourmey with Gulf Alr
with stop overs at Frankfurt,
Bahrain, and Muscat. And we
had witnessed the intensive
travelling of Scuth Asians to and
from tha Arabian Peninsula - we
wera amaong the very few
Europeans on board our flight to
Kolkata.

The mid-Movember weather was
pleasant and calm with a clear
and sunny sky and argund 25 Degrees Celsius as we drove through maore or less
crowded streets on our way to the area of Paikpara in Morth Kolkata, and Lars' in-laws
house where were going to stay on our first stop in India. Few beggars are nowadays to
be s=en in the strests, except at places in the city centre frequented by towrists, but
street dwellers are still common here and there. New residential areas have sprung up
east of the city, and the air is deaner, even thouwgh it is still heavily pelluted. Kolkata
has indeed come a long way from the days when Louwis Malle shot his film "Calcutta
Calcutta' in the late sixties.



http://larseklund.in/Old.sasnet.lu.se-23.april/sasnet.lu.se/wwwroot/journey.html
http://larseklund.in/Old.sasnet.lu.se-23.april/sasnet.lu.se/wwwroot/journeytwo.html




Kolkata, Monday 21 Movember 2005

Taday we dived straight into the centre of this mega-city of sastern India. From our side
in Morth Kolkata we travelled an the wery long Chittaranjan Avenue, the former Central
Avenue, which when it was built in the 1%th cenbury cut throwgh and browght down
already existing buildings and streets of old congested Calocutta. The closer we came to
cantral Kolkata, the more we felt the nerve of the world city that Kolkata still is, even
after losing owt in this "battle’ to Bombay after Independance, and alse the rising force
of the left.

Ta the right, we passed the huge 'red light district” Sonmagachchi, famaous now far its,

| compared to Mumbai, "less oppressive forms' of sex-trade, if that is at all appropriate,
with many wemen members of a trade wnizen, running their own “family business' and
demanding use of condoms.

Ta the left we passed an innumerable number of plywood shops = dees it really result in
price competition to have them all in one place or more to air pellution by having all the
building contractors go there to pick up the wood? Anyway, the dirty air thickened as we
came inko the city centre full of menument houses of the colonial city with an aura of
British culture. We passed the police headquarters - Lal Bazar, the Writers Building -
the old office complex of the British East India Company now turned inte administration
building for the West Bengal government, and the famous Great Eastern Hotel, for a
long time now run by the City Corporation, but which has just been closed and sold to
private interests amidst fierce resistance from the servants' union. "Times they ars
changing.”

Dwring the day we had meetings at Caloutta University (note that it still carries this
name even though the city has changed its offidal name to Kcolkata several years ageo),
first with the Vice-Chancellor Prof. Asis Kumar Bannerjee at his office in the College
Strest campus, and then with facufty members of the Dept. of History at the Alipore
Campus.

Read report from the meeting with the Vice-Chancellor, Calcutia
University

Read report from meeting at the Dept. of History, Calcutta University

At 4 P.M. Staffan was scheduled to give a e
lecture at the prestigeous Asiatic Society in @
| Kolkata, see the invitation card to the ]
After the seminar we were invited to visit P e
the Governor of West Bengal, Mr. Gopal B N LA S THE ERMENES BT
Krishma Gandhi, at his office in Raj R —
Bhawan. O o R AR o
. ot e A il ek of e Ars
Read report from Asiatic Society, ;
a|-||;| frﬂm thE mEEHn w“‘_h thE Profrreer Rireunmb Basrges. Proodees o' ol aner Secry. =) e
Governor of West Bengal oot g e i

A long and hectic day full of interesting

meetings was over. We returned to Paikpara in north Kolkata to hawve dinner, then

| bringing our luggage to Sealdah Station and the express train Darjeeling Mail, departing
at 22.05.
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Meeting with the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta,
21 November 2005

University of Calcutta web page: http://www.caluniv.ac.in/

Calcutta University (CU) was founded in 1857 and must be considered one of the most
prestigious universities in the Indian subcontinent. Today it has about 190 colleges
affiliated with about 300 000 students. At the university itself, more than 600
teachers/researchers lead the work and teach around 11 000 graduate students. CU has
the following faculties and campuses:

* Humanities in College Street Campus
* Social sciences in Alipore Campus

* Science and Law at Ballygunge

* Science College at Rajabazar

e Economics Department on BT Road

Medicine and Technology are not part of the CU, but have their own
independent organisation in Kolkata and in West Bengal at large,

ith Calcutta Medical College and Indian Institute of Technology at
Kharagpur as main bodies respectively.

he main and historical buildings of Calcutta University are located
in College Street, which is also the site of the Presidency College,
he most famous of all the colleges affiliated. We enter the gate and
he busy narrow lanes between old and new buildings pressed into
he campus. Students and teachers are on their way all over the
place. We get a vague feeling of a wakening giant.

Prof. Swapna Bhattacharya, our local host in Kolkata has arranged
for the meeting. Today she was leavingher assignment as head of the Dept. of South and Southeast Asian Studies
after a period of two years, and would have met the Vice-chancellor anyway. L
The Vice-Chancellor Prof. Asis Kumar Banerjee (photo to the right) spent a long time
with us despite delays and a changed schedule in his programme for the morning
hours. He is an eminent economist, but gives a strong impression of broad interests
in history and culture and of what is going in all the faculties.

We sat in his office room, with portraits of Rabindranath Tagore, Vivekananda and
Karl Marx hanging on the walls. and discussed the new initiative to build a
biotechnology park in co-operation with private industry (see our first Kolkata
report). Prof. Bannerjee was very optimistic about the prospects and also says that it
is typical of the new advanced industrialisation in Kolkata of today.

The traditional industries, like the jute industry, had actually started to decline
already before partitién in 1947, but the crisis worsened with the enforced separation
of industry in Kolkata and raw jute producers in East Bengal (that became the
eastern wing of Pakistan). A further blow came with the flight of capital in the 1980s,
but the state is now turning the tide and industry is growing fast actively promoted
by the government. An important factor in this is also, the Vice-Chancellor says, that
the Green Revolution was introduced in West Bengal from the 1980s, and has created an increased demand for
industrial goods in the rural areas.

If Swedish biotechnologists are interested in collaboration in this venture it would be more than welcome. The Dean of
the Science Faculty, Dhrubajyoti Chattopadhyay, Prof. of Biochemistry, Calcutta University, would be the contact
person for this.

We also discussed the international collaborations at Calcutta university. They have a Memorandum of Understanding,
MoU, about general exchange of faculty and students and joint research projects with Brookes University in Oxford,
UK. They also have MoU’s with universities in South Korea, Singapore and, most importantly for us, with Uppsala
University in Sweden. There is scope for much more. Prof Banerjee expressed his deep appreciation of the co-
operation between the departments of History and Cultural Anthropology at Uppsala history and the Dept. of History
at Calcitta University, more about this below.
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Morth Bengal, "Garden of Eden’,
Tuesday 22 November 2005

Mext moming we woke up onboard the train surrounded by a flat green
landscape with tea plantations, interspersed by paddy fields, grazing
grounds and scattered farmsteads surrounded by fences made of a
kind of coir. It locked a bit tribal but village pecple walking around in
sarees and dhotis reassured us that this was ordinary plainspeople.
They were lightly dressed so we sensed that the cutside temperatura
wias quite pleasant, which later on proved to be quite true, peaking at
about 25 2C,

Prof. Chandanashish Laha, Reader in the Dept. of English {photo fo the
feit) . met us at the Mew Jalpaiguri Railway station (MIP}, and had
organised a well-structured mesting for us, and alsg a warm local
hospitality. Chandan, as he is called, participated im the 18th Eurcpean Conference on
Modern South Asian Studies, that SASNET organised in Lund in July 2004. He was a
member of Fansl no 39, on Bengal Studies {read about the panel), and we had become
gaood friznds.

After refreshing ourselves at the nice University Guest House we proceeded to the main
building of Morth Bengal University, NBL.

Read report from the meeting at North Bengal University

Assam = Land of rivers, mountains, trees and conflicts
Guwahati, Tuesday 22 November 2005

After a delicious Bengali style
lunch with rice and sweatwater
fish at the University Guest
House in Siliguri we continued
travelling by train towards
Guwahati in the afternocon. We
were suppased to board the
Jodhpur-Guwahati Express,
departing from Mew Jalpaiguri
railway station (MIP) at 15.20.

The train was howsver one hour
late frem start, and when we
finally arrived in Guwahati the
time was not 23.45 in the
evaning (as it was schedulad to
bal, but clase to 4 o'dock in the marning.

We literally tumbled into bed at Landmark hatal, booked well in advance by our local
host Prof. Abu Nasar Saied Ahmed from GED Institute of Social Change and
Development {see our report from QKDISCD).

After a few hours of sleap, we woks up to an interesting day in this 1.4 millicn town,
the capital of Assam. COur pragrammee for the day included a wisit bo Gauhati University
with a SASNET meting at the Dept. of Economics, and then in the afterncon on to T
Guwahati (Indian Institute of Technolegy) located outside Guwahati.

Read report from meeting at the Dept. of Economics, Gauhati University

Read report from our visit to ITT Guwahati












'Born again”
Guwahati, Thursday 24 November 2005

Early morning we went to
the famous Kamakhya
Durga temple, located on
a small hillock with a
wonderful view ower
Guwahati. After paying a
special entrance fee of Rs.
501 {instead of the
ordimary Rs. 1 fee) in
order to be able to enter
a preferential queue, we
still stood in a tight row behind pilgrims
from all over India, and slowly stepped
inside the temple and down into the womb
of the all-mighty goddess Durga. This was
shakti (women's power), we felt intensively as we mixed with devout men and women,
surrounded by the rising temperature to comforting warmth, and touched the water on
the ground of the cave - remembering cur own foetal past?

According to Devimahatmya, part of the Markandeya Purana scripture, dedicated to the
goddess Durga, she saved the world from the demon king Mahisasura, after he had
taken over the power in Heaven. Mone of the male gods had been able to stop him. The
Great Goddess Durga was then born out of the combined energies of the male divinities
= the energies created a supermova, throwing out flames in all directions and turning
inte a female form. The awesome Goddess was then adorned with the crescent moon,
and her multiple arms held auspicious weapons and emblems, jewels and ornaments,
armenE and utensils, gariands and rosaries of beads, all c-FFerEd by the gods.

With her tremendous power = the cosmic energy, shakti,
Durga managed to kill Mahisasura and his armies of

= | demons after terrible fights, and finally save the world.
Read the full story about Durga's fight with Mahisasura
in an article called "Durga - Narrative Art of an
Tndependent” Warrior Goddess", by Nitin Kumar in
Exotic India, April 2001.

We left the temple, one of very few temples in India
devaoted to Durga, 1I:u:urn again’ and filled with female power, maybe not yet in the status
of adwvaita but almost. We headed for our main destination for the day, the Omeo Kumar
Das Institute of Social Change and Develeopment (OKDISC) in Guwahat, one of the 27
prestigeous institutions funded by the Indian Council of Social Sdence Research
(ICSSR). A meeting was planned for us with the faculty members and scholars of the
Institute at 11.30.

Report from meeting at Omeo Kumar Das Institute of Social Change
and Develeopment (OKDISC)













Another important theme is the
changing role and status of
Assam and the North-East within
the Indian Union. During the
colonial period this was in a way
a central part of the British
territory with its iarge tea
plantations and large settler
population. Tribal groups, not
being controlled by Brahminicai
Hindu caste hierarchies
responded to the call of Christian
missionaries and converted
(Meghalaya, Mizoram and
Nagaland are the three states in
India in which Christians are in
majority). With conversion came
an early modernlty.

After Independence, the North-
East gradually slipped into oblivion.

Through the formation of Bangladesh, the area was cut off from the rest of India when ships no more could sail on
river Brahmaputra all the way up to Dibrugarh in Upper Assam. Eventually the railway and road links were also
disrupted, and transports to and from Assam and the other northeastern states became an expensive and time-
consuming affair. In spite of belng India’s main producer of tea, oil and gas Assam is almost a forgotten part of the
country.

Today the situation is again turning and the North-East is becoming a hot spot in India. The anticipated large land
based trade with China will go through these states. Cross-border trade and regional politicai retations also with the
other neighbouring countries of Nepal, Bhutan and Myanmar is, therefore, Important issues for research at the
university.

One needs only to take a trip on the so called highway passing on the other side of the river. The traffic jam at rush
hour is undescribable and almost intolerable.

Other toplcs that figure high on the research list are, for example, economic development of Assam (agriculture, tea,
and forest products); institutions and governance; demographic change; and environmental problems.

After the meeting, we took a stroll through the
nice green campus of the university. We found
that there is Centre for Women'’s Studies (photo
to the right). Unfortunately, none from that
department had come to our meeting.

Researchers we interacted with during the

meeting:

e Prof. M.P. Bezebaruah

e Prof. Srinath Baruah, Mathematical economics

and econometrics

¢ Prof. Runumi Dowerah Baruah

* Prof. K.K. Burman

* Nani Gopa! Mahanta, senior lecturer in Political

science, and Co-ordinator, Peace and Conflict

Resolution

o Dr. Dhruba Pratin Sharma, lecturer, Political

Science, GU

* Dr. Sakiya Khan

o Dr. Nissar Ahmed Baruah

e Soi Jitu Jamuli, Research Associate

* Sri Sadananda Nath, Research scholar

* M.R. Kasi, research associate, OKDISCD

o Pradyut Guha, guest lecturer in Economics, Kokrajhare Campus, GU
* Geetall Sarma, senior lecturer in Economics, Tangla College, DlIst. Darrang, Assam
e Abdul Haque Ahmed, senior lecturer in Economlcs, Bikall College, Dhupdhera, Dt. Goalpara, Assam
o Prof. Archana Sharma

e Ms. Indira Baruah

* Dr. Gayathi Goswami









No6jd med tillvaron efter besoék till Kamakhya Durga-templet i Guwahati



A nice ride to Shillong, Thursday 24 November 2005

After our mesting at OKDISC we went in a comfortable Tata Indica Diesel, again
arranged by Prof. Abu Ahmed, a joumey to Shillong, capital of the neighbouring hiil
state of Meghalaya. It is a one hundred km ride trough the lovely green and low
mountains of Meghalaya.

Traffic was intense so the speed was limited
and safe as we were gradually swallowed by
this the perhaps most westernised of all
Indian states - with churches and wine-
shops almost on a string line along the
road. Is this what western civilization is to
Indians?

It was almaost pitch dark when we finally
arrived at the Guest House of the North
Eastern Hill University (NEHU) after the
three hours leng ride, prolonged at the end by the darkness and our dn"ﬁcultles to find
the whereabouts of the university.

Once inside we howewer immediately felt ak home in the wooden buildings that make wp
much of the Guest House {photo to the right}. And of course, as a sign of heavenly
intervention after our merning prayers, our local host Prof. Nunthara was just walking
up the steps to receive us warmiy.

Read owr first report from Meghalaya, land of coal, potatoes and peace

After a nice sleep in the peaceful surreundings of NEHU campus we spent the following
day, Friday 25 November, in Shillong, visiting the university and meeting researchers
representing Socioloegy, Anthropelegy, Political Science and Environmental Studies.

Report from meeting at North Eastern Hill
University in Shillong

In the aftermoon our host, Prof. Nunthara, teok us around in
Shillong and showed its main sights, including the Pine Wood
Hotel. We also visited the family Tanglura, members of which
now reside in Sweden and being friends of Lars. In late
afternoon we then returned with our taxi to Guwahati, for
another night's stay at Landmark Hotel, next to the stadium
of Guwahati.

Journey from Guwahati to Phuentsholing in Bhutan,
Saturday 26 November 2005

Saturday morning at 9 o'clock we again boarded a train, seated in an AC 2-tier
compartment on the Morth East Express, bound for Cooch Behar in Weast Bengal.
Professor Abu Ahmed had picked us up at the hotel and driven us here in the car
belonging to OKDISC. What a fantastic host!

In Cooch Behar we were then going to be met by Dr Scumyajit Samanta from Morth
Bergal University, and travel by private car to the Bhutanese border town
Phuentsholing.

Read our report from the journey from Guwahati to Phuentsholing

Journey from Phuentsholing to Thimphu, Sunday 27 November 2005

We woke up
Sunday
morning at
Druk Hotel in
Phuentshaling,
our first
marning in
Bhutan. After
checking out
from the hotel
we were picked
up by our guide
and driver, Mr.
Samdruk, a
Bhutanese with
a degree in
Commerce from
Bangalore in
India. He works
as free-lance
guide for foreign tourists and is connectad to the Centre ﬂ:-r Bhutanesa Studles in
Thimphu.
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parked vehicles - this area is Infested with thugs, he sald.
The journey should have taken a couple of hours, but due to absence of proper road signs we missed the turning from
the Highway towards Jaygaon, drove much too far and had to return and search agaln for a turning. It was 7 P.M.
when we finally drove into the twin towns of Jaygaon (on the Indian slde of the border) and Phuentshollng (on the
Bhutanese side). In fact the two towns are totally built together, and people cross the open border without any
control. Without realising it we did the same., When parking the ca- outslde a shop complex it turned out we have
already passed the Imposing gate and entered Bhutan without passing any passport sontrol or customs office! The
registration bureau cioses already at 5 o'clock.

= 7 | ST This created a problem, because we thought that
we were going to be met by our Bhutanese guide,
arranged for us through the Centre for Bhutan
Studies (CBS) in Thimphu, right at the border. But
how to find him now without knowing nelther his
name nor his telephone number? What should we
do? This was the first mistake in our otherwise
elaborate planning of the journey (it later turns
out we had falled to receive an e-mail from CBS
giving the contact information about the guide).
The problem was however solved with a phone
call to Thimphu, yes fortunately there were still
people working at CBS, and through them we got
hold of our host, Dr. Karma Gaiay. He informed us
about which hotel we are booked into, and he
gave the mobiie number to our guide, Mr.

Hotel Druk is the nice place where we are going to stay, and we get installed in this already classic
establishment. We called Mr. Samdruk (photo to the right) and he was with us in few minutes, and we
got the schedules already prepared for our stay in Bhutan. Since we missed the border control, he said,
we must go back to Jaygaon (India) next morning and get our emigration stamps, before leaving for
Thimphu with a brand new Hyundai Jeep.

We spent the evening at Druk Hotel, eating late supper with our Indian friends, and having a typlcal

Bengall wide-ranging intellectual discussion on issues as varled as Harold Pinter’s 2005 Nobel prize,

Bengall literature, Alexander the Great, why there will be poor people in India even in 2025... Then we had a bidding
farewell, warmly thanking them for bringing us safely here in the darkness amidst thugs and other dangers.

A few words of eternal wisdom from Lord Buddha and a long sleep. We were now Inslde Druk Yul - the KIngdom of the
Thunder Dragon.
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