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PAKISTAN:

KARACHI-ISLAMABAD-LAHORE

Rapport fran en fascinerande resa i tjansten 20 november till 6 december av Lars
Eklund och Staffan Lindberg till universitet i Pakistan och Afghanistan. Vi besokte
en rad universitet i Pakistan - Aga Khan University som har samarbetat med Karo-
linska Institutet i 75 ar; LUMS i Lahore som stéttats av familjen Rausing; National
College of Arts i Lahore; Quaid-e-Azam University in Islamabad; and many others.
We met Atta-ur-Rahman, Chairman of the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan
to discuss a new sandwish scholarship programme with Sweden. We also enjoyed
the warm hospitality meeting academic colleagues and personal friends.

Our impressions also summarized in a SYDASIEN article.




Lahore 29 november 2003

Sitter vid fonstret pa mitt rum pa Gymkhana Club dar vi bor under fem dagar i Lahore. En klubb
med rotter i kolonialtiden som dagens pakistanska/punjabiska elit vidareutvecklar. Slipstvang i re-
staurangen och sallskapsrummen, dar Staffan och jag haft méten med en lang rad framstaende
forskare och professorer.

Det har varit Eid-helg, helg det vill sdiga muslimernas storsta arliga hogtid — efter fastemanaden
Ramadans slut. Nastan allting har varit stangt sedan i tisdags, men det har inte hindrat oss fran att
ha haft ett fullbokat schema och traffat massor av intressanta manniskor som jag tidigare enbart ha
kommunicerat med via e-post, och dessutom folk som rekommenderats at oss, bland annat av pa-
kistanske ambassadoren i Stockholm.

Lahore ar en underbar stad med mycket parker och gronska, en mangd vackra byggnader fran
kolonialtiden (liksom Kolkata), och nu pa vintern med ett angenamt klimat.

Vi har besokt stadens sevardheter och med en god vans hjalp varit med en sen kvall pa en su-
fislk dansférestallning, vild av rytmiskt trummande och dansande dervischer, sittande pa grav-
stenarnai inne i sufihelgonet Shah Jamals dargah — gravmonument. En fullstandigt otrolig upp-
levelse.

| gar besokte vi National College of Art i Lahore — konsthdgskolan — och traffade bland annat
Ajaz Anwar, varldsberdmd konsthistoriker och sjalv konstnar. Det ar han som malat bilden pa
denna sidan. Hans motiv ar det gamla Lahore.

Nu vantar vi pa att bli hamtade for att besodka Igbal Academy, tillagnad Pakistans nationalpoet.
Muhammad Igbal .

Tidigare har vi varit i Karachi och Islamabad, och 6vertallt har vi haff fullt program, Pa mandag
flyger vi till Kabul i Afghanistan dar vi ska bo i svenska Afghanistankommitténs compound. Jag hop-
pas det inte blir inte blir nagra oroligheter medan vi ar i Kabul.

Nasta helg aterforenas jag med familjen i Delhi. Bubu och barnen flyger fran Sverige, jag fran
Afghanistan — vi ska namligen resa runt i Rajasthan en vecka innan vi aker hem till Kolkata. Det
ska bli skdnt med en manads semester efter en rolig men intensiv tjansteresa med Staffan.

LARS EKLUND



2003 report from Pakistani universities
by Lars Eklund and Staffan Lindberg

In November-December 2003 we made a contact journey to Pakistan and Afghanis-
tan. The purpose was to network with researchers and institutions, and get to know
under which conditions and with what expectations they function. We travelled for
three weeks, met lots of people and had fascinating experiences. In Pakistan,

we visited the three cities of Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad.

The visit was part of mine and Staffan Lindberg's contact tour on behalf of SASNET
to universities in Pakistan and Afghanistan, especially those already involved in
collaboration with Swedish universities. Our itinerary included Karachi University and
Aga Khan University (AKU) in Karachi; the National College of Arts, Lahore University
in Management Studies (LUMS), New Media Film & Television Studies, and Igbal
Academy in Lahore; and Quaid-e-Azam University in Islamabad. We also made a
spectacular visit to Dr. A. Q. Khan Research Laboratories in Rawalpindi, with links to
the Pakistani nuclear programme.

After return from Afghanistan (see resebrev 140), Staffan also visited Lahore School
of Economics and King Edward Medical College in Lahore on his own, plus a follow-up
meeting at Quaid-e-Azam University,

Among the important persons we met should be mentioned professor Zulfiqar Bhutta
at AKU; professor Parvez Hoodbhoy at Quaid-e-Azam University; Dr. Atta-ur-Rahman,
Chairman of the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan; professor Fehmida Jalil
from King Edward Medical College; Dr. Nasim Zehra, and Swedish Ambassador Anne
Wilkens.

We experienced also several extramural activies — we attended a fascinating Sufi
night at the shrine of Sufi saint Shah Jamal; drinking whiskey at Cucoos Café on top
of a building in the former red light district of Lahore, with a wonderful view over the
Badshahi mosque. And one evening we spent with Maqgbool and Maj-Britt Rabri, a
Swedish-Pakistani couple living in Lahore. Read our detailed reports from outr tour.

The report is also available on the Net. Go for the report.

Swedish Embassy in Islamabad


http://larseklund.in/Old.sasnet.lu.se-23.april/sasnet.lu.se/wwwroot/journeytwo.html







CLIFTON BEACH, KARACHI






75 years of Swedish collaboration with Aga Khan University (AKU)

Karolinska Institutet (KI) and Aga Khan University in Karachi was established already in the 1950s. It

started with Professor UIf Borell at Kl being a consultant to the Pakistan Government in the esta-

blishment of a family planning programme and Professor Egon Diczfalusy supervised several Paki-

stani PhD students in human reproduction.

In the 1960’s, Professor Emeritus Bo Lindblad at the International Child Health Unit (IHCAR) — part of

the Department of Public Health Sciences at KI was personally initiated with Professor Shaukat Raza

Khan and Professor Fehmida Jalil in a collaborative research and research training project at the De-

partments of Paediatrics and Social and Preventive Paediatrics, King Edward Medical College (KEMC)

in Lahore.

The project was later supported by Sida/SAREC for 18 years and involved a "sandwich system” of re-

search training. In the end it involved no less than five Swedish universities. All Pakistani PhDs trained

are today working in Pakistan. Bo Lindblad has been a stalwart in keeping the the extensive collabora-

tion between Kl and Aga Khan University alive. Married to a Pakistani lady, he has for decades gone to Bo Lindblad
Karachi every winter, teaching at AKU. He has also held professor positions in paediatrics at the King

Saud University, Riyadh, at the United Emirates University, Al Ain and also been professor and chariman in paediatrics at the Aga
Khan University, Karachi.

Bo was one of the driving forces behind the creation of the Swedish South Asian Studies (SASNET) in 2000 and during period 2001—
2006, he was an active member of SASNET's board and supported the early SASNET team — Staffan Lindberg and Lars Eklund —
developing SASNET into become unique national and international network connecting researchers in all fields, and at all Swedish
universities, involved in South Asia related activities and their counterparts in South Asia.






Meeting the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan (HEC) chairperson

One of our most important appointments during our contact journey to Pakistan was with Dr. Atta-ur-Rahman, Chairman of the Hig-
her Education Commission of Pakistan (HEC). HEJ is interested in organising a PhD sandwich program for 20 students, that is, two
years of studies at HEJ and two years in a Swedish department, and SASNET was asked to investigate about the possibilities for
this. out of the 50 students going to Sweden, 40 should be in sciences (Biotechnology, Engineering, Basic scien. es, certain areas of
Medical sciences such as Pharmaceutics), and ten in other disciplines (out of which five might be in Economics). He wanted SAS-
NET to help in this.

The background is that higher education and research is severely underdeveloped in Pakistnan. Out of about 7 000 teachers at the
university level, only about 1 500 have a PhD degree. At present 200 students pass their PhD exams in Pakistan every year. The Hig-
her Education Commission of Pakistan, HEC, wants to increase this number to about 1 500 per year. This should to a large extent be
realised by sending them to universities abroad. Read more in the reportt from Karachi University below.










































Coocos Cafe i OLahore

Coocos Cafe i OLahore
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Ariof Siddiqui med familj

Buss Islamabad-Lahore



Our Lahore giuide



Jinnah mausoleum i Karachi

Olbar fér utlanningar i Islamabad, nere i kéllare i lyxhotell





